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December 7, 2017    3:00 PM EST 

Fort Harrison State Park 

6000 North Post Road Rm# 701 

Indianapolis, IN 46216 

 

Attendance 
 

Board Members Present:     
All-Terrain Vehicle Users- Jay Jackson (proxy) 

Environmental Groups- Kevin Hardie  

Four Wheel Drive Users- Ryan Sweany 

Hikers- Terry Fletcher 

Mountain Bikers- Jeff Fetterer 

Off-Road Motorcyclists- Roy Garrett (proxy) 

Pedestrians- Pat Martin 

Trail Support Groups- Angie Pool 

Water Trail Users- Joe Rozsahegyi 

 

Board Members Not Present:  

Bicyclists- Jessica Hall 

Equestrians- no appointment 

Health/Higher Education- Joan Cook 

Parks and Recreation Agencies- Melody Jones 

Snowmobilers- Len Neisler 

Users with Disabilities- David Meihls 

DNR Staff: 

Dale Brier- Outdoor Recreation 

Amy Marisavljevic- Outdoor Recreation 

Austin Taylor- Outdoor Recreation 

 

Guests: 

Rayce Guthrie- ABATE 

Allan Horn- Friends of White River 

David Rollins 

Yvette Rollins 

Jean Turnmire 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Minutes 

Welcome 

Chair Jeff Fetterer welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 3:10 PM. He thanked 

everyone in attendance for coming.  

 

Introductions 

All Trails Advisory Board (TAB) members and guests introduced themselves. Rick Dorfmeyer gave 

his proxy to Roy Garrett for the remainder of his term since he moved out of state. Tim Garrett gave 

his proxy to Rayce Guthrie. 

 

Approval of the Agenda 

Fetterer called for a motion to approve the agenda. A motion was made to approve and seconded. 

Motion passed.  

 

Review and Approval of September 7, 2017 Minutes 

Pat Martin made a motion to approve the minutes as written and Pool seconded. Motion passed. 
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DNR Report 

 Bicycle Trails Task Force 

Amy Marisavljevic reported that the Bicycle Trails Task Force (BTTF) had a very productive 

third meeting on December 6. They assigned subcommittees and discussed the five tasks 

assigned to the BTTF. Marisavljevic will be leading the funding subcommittee and Pete Fritz 

will be leading the safety subcommittee. Pool inquired if trail maintenance would be covered 

by the funding subcommittee. Marisavljevic stated that the legislation only dictates 

recommendations for funding trail development, however the group plans to discuss 

maintenance as well.  

  

TAB Nominations 

Taylor reminded the TAB that nominations for Bicyclists, Off-Road Motorcyclists, Parks 

and Recreation Agencies, Water Trail Users, Higher Education/Health, and Equestrians 

will be accepted throughout the month of December. She encouraged the TAB to reach 

out to anyone who may be interested and contact her with any questions. 

 

Old Business 

 2018 Meeting Locations 

After some discussion, it was decided that the March meeting will be at Falls of the Ohio 

State Park (SP). Hardie stated that he could work with the Northwest Indiana Paddling 

Association (NWIPA) to see a new Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) canoe/kayak 

launch in northwest Indiana in June. Suggestions were made by Hardie and Fletcher to 

visit Yellowwood State Forest (SF) in September to see the effects of logging. The 

December meeting will be held in Indianapolis at Fort Harrison SP. Hardie mentioned 

that he could speak with someone at Holliday Park or Riverside Park and reserve a room 

if Fort Harrison SP has no availability. 

 

Other Business 

Rayce Guthrie inquired if the Ford Hoosier Outdoor Experience (Ford ODX) will 

continue. Dale Brier stated that currently, the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 

has no intentions of continuing on with event. Several TAB members expressed their 

disapproval. Brier explained that the DNR was not seeing an increase in attendance, new 

users, or follow-up from the Ford ODX over time. Instead of one large event, there can 

be more focus on several other events around the state to target new users. 

 

New Business 

Rail Road Abandonment 

Martin notified the TAB that CSX Transportation has announced the abandonment sale 

of the old Monon corridor from Bedford to New Albany. Marisavljevic stated that the 

DNR is aware of the sale and is looking into it. 

 

Other Business 

Yvette Rollins suggested using Recreational Trail Program (RTP) funds to install wash 

stations at Redbird and Interlake State Recreation Areas (SRA). She suggested it could 

prevent the spread of invasive species and aid in soil and water conservation. 
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User Group Reports 

All-Terrain Vehicle Users – Jay Jackson reported that the Off-Road Vehicle (ORV) 

community is watching potential language for a fix of legislation pertaining to a youth 

ORV helmet law. He also announced that the Play for Kate Foundation will unveil the 

trailers for the Safety Sam units on December 19 at the Indiana State Fairgrounds. 

 

Bicyclists – No report 

 

Environmental Groups – Hardie reported that some environmental groups are 

concerned about the effects that the federal legislation’s environmental regulation 

rollbacks could have on Indiana. He also mentioned that there may be some legislation 

introduced pertaining to the controversy of timber harvests in State Forests and on State 

Lands. Hardie then gave a brief update on the White River Waterfront reactivation 

project. The biggest holdup seems to be with the repurposing of an abandoned industrial 

site and contamination. He added that work began this month on two new access sites 

along the White River. Lastly, the annual Greening the Statehouse meeting on December 

2 received good coverage from the Indianapolis Star, which now has two environmental 

reporters funded by the Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust. 

 

Equestrians – Yvette Rollins reported continuing trail maintenance work in Brown 

County SP after the storm went through earlier this year. The Indiana Trail Riders 

Association (ITRA) have completed a new horse camp in Versailles SP. ITRA also held a 

fundraiser at Deam Lake, which raised $3,500 for the second year in row. Rollins then 

discussed some ongoing issues with the Division of Nature Preserves and the possible 

designation of preserves on land already open to multiple user groups. She then informed 

the TAB that the Pleasant Run Fire Department is seeking funding for a Hoosier National 

Forest (HNF) rescue vehicle. Finally, she announced that Vicki Gullang-Harris, the 

recreational planner for the HNF, would like to form partnerships with trail user groups 

to work on stewardship and trail maintenance. 

 

Four-Wheel-Drive Users – Ryan Sweany reported that the Hall-O-Wheelin event at 

Redbird SRA had over 300 vehicles. He stated that the Toys for Tots events held at both 

Interlake and Redbird SRA went well. Interlake SRA brought in 225 people, 110 toys, 

and raised a little over $1,100. Upon further discussion of the new ORV helmet law, he 

explained that it would only affect Four-Wheel Drive Users under very specific 

circumstances.  

 

Health/Higher Education – No report 

 

Hikers – Fletcher reported that the Hoosier Hikers Council (HHC) recently completed 

the Downey Hill trail at the Sycamore Land Trust. The HHC also completed their annual 

Knobstone Mini Marathon fundraiser and the Tecumseh Trail Marathon (TTM). Fletcher 

stated that the TTM, which is also a fundraiser for the Indiana Trail Runners, had around 

350 participants. He noted that attendance was down from previous years after moving 

the date from December to October.  
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Mountain Bikers – Fetterer reported that the Hoosier Mountain Bike Association 

(HMBA) Brown County Epic Fundraiser was the biggest so far, with 600 paid 

participants and approximately $40,000 raised. Fetterer and Marisavljevic explained that 

the money raised from the event goes into the HMBA Trail Fund to be used to build and 

maintain mountain bike trails in central Indiana. Additionally, the event benefits Brown 

County SP as participants pay both entrance and camping fees. Fetterer then mentioned 

that the recently completed Hobbs Hollow trail is bringing in new riders and more 

revenue to the park. He stated that there are three trails left in the HMBA master plan for 

Brown County SP, including the Weed Patch Trail and two return loop trails. Currently, 

most volunteer trail building efforts have been focused in Yellowwood SF. Fetterer then 

noted that the O’Bannon Woods Adventure Ride raised $6,000, and that Hassmer Fest in 

Versailles SP has gotten bigger thanks to work done by the Southern Indiana Mountain 

Bike Association (SIMBA). Finally, he stated that he has been seeing more cooperation 

amongst multiple trail user groups on the trails. 

 

Off-Road Motorcyclists – Roy Garrett reported that the American Motorcyclist Association 

has filed a brief with the Supreme Court over a covered motorcycle being searched. The 

motorcycle community is paying close attention to the case. He then announced that 

preparation would soon begin for the Indiana Motorcycle Expo February 16-18. 

 

Parks and Recreation Agencies – No report 

 

Pedestrians – Martin stated that the City of Bloomington will be using Toole Design Group of 

Madison, Wisconsin to do their bike/ped plan update. The city is also working on the 2040 

Metropolitan Plan, which will focus mostly on density, public transportation, and 

bicycle/pedestrian friendliness. Lastly, he noted that the City of Bloomington and Indiana 

University recently announced the implementation of a joint bikeshare program. 

 

Snowmobilers – No report 

 

Trail Support Groups – Pool stated that the Greenways Foundation (GF) continues to 

look for ways to bring in funding for trail maintenance. It has been tasked to their 

legislative and legal committee. Fetterer suggested researching how other states are using 

their RTP funding for trail maintenance. The data collected could then be used to 

recommend revisions to the scoring system. Fetterer commented that updating the scoring 

system could more accurately reflect all user groups and how RTP funds are dispersed. 

Pool announced that the GF has been working to define board terms and areas in the state 

needing representation. At the annual meeting in February there will be four long-

standing board members rotating off and six new members coming on. The GF will still 

have their luncheon in June. There will also be another trail building workshop. Pool then 

noted that 2018 will be the 50th anniversary of the National Trails System, and the 25th 

anniversary of the Cardinal Greenway. She briefly discussed the Kitselman Trailhead and 

Park project in Muncie, which involves the removal of several low-head dams, steps 

down to the river, and canoe launches. Lastly she stated that the City of Muncie and Ball 

State University may be working together to create a bikeshare program.  

    
Users with Disabilities – No Report 
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Water Trail Users – Joe Rozsahegyi reported that Columbus is moving forward with the 

removal of their low-head dam. A presentation over its proposed replacement, what may 

be the second white water course in Indiana, was given on November 30. He noted that 

the project has a lot of support and that January 15 will be the final presentation for the 

public. He encouraged anyone interested in learning more about the project to visit 

www.columbusriverfront.org. Yvette Rollins inquired as to how a flood would be 

mitigated. Rozsahegyi explained that there have been many studies and reviews of 

similar projects nationwide that will aid in properly constructing the feature. Taylor 

reminded the TAB of the interactive web map, Low-Head Dams in Indiana, which can be 

used to view low-head dam locations. Finally, Rozsahegyi announced that next year will 

be the 50th anniversary of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.  

 

 

Announcements  
December 29, 2017- TAB Nominations Due  

January 30-February 1, 2018- IPRA Conference & Expo (Fort Wayne, IN) 

May 1-3, 2018- PlacesForBikes Conference (Indianapolis, IN) 

May 13-16, 2018- Mid-America Trails & Greenways Conference (Columbus, OH) 

    

2018 TAB Meeting Dates   

March 1, 2018- Falls of the Ohio State Park 

June 28, 2018- Northwest Indiana 

September 6, 2018- Yellowwood State Forest 

December 6, 2018- Indianapolis         

 

Adjournment 

Fetterer called for a motion to adjourn. Jackson made a motion to adjourn and Hardie seconded. 

Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 4:47 PM.        


